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Estimated to comprise over 4,500 species of vascular plants, the flora of the Solomon 
Islands is one of the richest of the South Pacific region. Given the geography and geologic 
history of the archipelago, the rate of plant species endemism is likely to be high. Despite 
its diversity and economic potential, however, the flora remains uncatalogued and applied 
knowledge of its economic value is scant. The Kochi Prefectural Makino Botanical Garden 
(MBK) has been conducting plant inventory research in the Solomon Islands since 2007, 
based on a memorandum of agreement (MoA) signed between the Ministry of Forestry 
of the Solomon Islands and MBK. The aims of the MoA are to facilitate the production of 
a full plant inventory of the Solomon Islands’ flora, and to assess the potential of certain 
species for development as an economic resource. In the present study, traditional custom 
doctors, villagers and land owners on Malaita Island were interviewed in a survey of the 
use of medicinal plants in complementary medicine. Fifty plant species were confirmed 
as being in regular use. A preliminary checklist to the 163 species cited in the interviews 
is presented, and detailed descriptions, including vernacular names and uses, of 28 
particularly noteworthy species are given. 

Key words: Custom doctor, inventory, Malaita Island, medicinal plant, Solomon Islands. 
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Fig. 1. Map of the Solomon Islands. Malaita Island is shaded (Atras Study 2009). 
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Fig. 2 . Uncaria appendiculata Benth. ( Rubiaceae ). A. Habit sprawling over a steep bank along the Kwaifala River 
in West Kwaio, Malaita Island (voucher: T. Watanabe & al. SIMB 063 , MBK). B. Close up of an inflorescence. 
Scale bar = 5 cm. 
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Fig. 3. Tetradium hortensis J. R. Forst. & G. Forst. (T. Watanabe & al. 0192219, MBK) collected from 
east Malaita. 
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Table 1. List of medicinal plants used by a custom doctor (Mr. Henry W. Malelo, 58 years old) of Buma Village, 
Malaita Island. Fresh juice of young leaves and shoots of plants assigned with * are used for medicinal purposes. 
Interview date: 25 December, 2008. 


Family 

Scientific name 

Vernacular name 
(language in parentheses) 

Medicinal use 

Plant 

habit 

Amaranthaceae 

not yet identified 

Abemeo (Kwaraae) 

fresh juice of young leaves used as cure for 
gonorrhea and in tonics 

creeping 

herb 

Anacardiaceae 

Spondias cytherea Sonn. 

“Aioo (Kwaraae), Uli” 

fruit eaten raw by women to ease discomfort and 
ailments during pregnancy 

tree 

Annonaceae 

Uvaria macrophylla 

Roxb 

- 

applied externally to treat gonorrhea and other 
sexually transmitted diseases 

tree 

Apocynaceae 

Alstonia scholaris (L.) 
R.Br. 

“Aitonga (Kwaraae), Suala, 
Taba’a” 

“inner bark soaked in water to produce tincture 
drunk to treat syphilis, tuberculosis and 
gonorrhoea” 

tree 

Apocynaceae 

Alstonia spectabilis 

R.Br. 

“Papami (Kwaraae), Siil?u” 

“as for A. scholaris, but more bitter-tasting” 

tree 

Apocynaceae 

Cerbera manghas L. 

Aisfae (Kwaraae) 

whole plant used to treat cancer 

tree 

Asteraceae 

Mikania cordata (Burm. 
f.) B.L. Robinson 

“Kalialo, Koaloufi (others)*, 
Luluzu (Roviana)” 

sap used as a coagulant to treat cuts; also used to 
treat diarrhoea and open sores 

creeping 

herb 

Caricaceae 

Carica papaya L. 

Pawoaw (Kwaraae)* 

used to treat malaria and to protect against 
malarial symptoms 

tree 

Clusiaceae 

Calophyllum inophyllum 
L. 

“Dalo (Kwaraae), Koilo” 

used to treat malaria 

tree 

Combretaceae 

Terminalia catappa L. 

“Alita (Kwaraae), Lega, 

Lenga” 

used to ease child birth 

shrub 

Lecythidaceae 

Barringtonia edulis 

Seem. 

“Aikenu (Kwaraae), Fala” 

used to treat coughs and to neutralise stomach 
acidity 

tree 

Leeaceae 

Leea sp. (Leea indica*) 

Borabora (*) 

fresh juice of leaves or new leaves lightly roasted 
and applied externally to treat aches and pains 

shrub 

Leguminosae 

Inocarpus fagiferus 
(Park.) Fosb. 

Allah (Kwaraae) 

liquid tincture derived from the bark used to cure 
colds 

tree 

Leguminosae 

Intsia bijuga (Colebr.) 
Kuntze 

“Laimalao (Kwaraae), U'ula 
(local names used on Malaita 
Island)” 

fresh juice of young shoots or powdered bark 
used to treat open wounds 

tree 

Leguminosae 

Samanea sp. 

Sweet colly 

“whole plant used to treat cancer, particularly 
breast and lung cancer” 

tree 

Malvaceae 

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis 

L. 

Tetali (Kwaraae)* 

used to ease child birth 

shrub 

Malvaceae 

Hibiscus tiliaeus L. 

Madafu (Kwaraae) 

“used to treat diabetes, high blood pressure, 
heart disease and kidney problems” 

shrub 

Marantaceae 

Donax canniformis 
(Forst. f.) Schum. 

Nini (Kwaraae) 

roots used to treat fever; fresh juice of 
young shoots and stem rubbed into skin as 
antiphlogistic to treat sores 

herb 

Meliaceae 

Amoora salomoniensis 

C. DC. 

Hainabulu (Kwaraae) 

used to treat coughs and neutralise stomach 
acidity 

tree 

Moraceae 

Artocarpus altilis 
(Parkinson) Fosberg 

“Baleo (Kwaraae) and Rauai, 
Kekene (others)” 

liquid tincture derived from the bark used cure 
sores and treat broken bones 

tree 

Moraceae 

Ficus copiosa Steud. 

“ Agalu , Amau (Kwaraae) and 
Salwari (others)*” 

used to treat fungal infections of the eye (as 
local villagers believe that it looks like eye 
deformations) 

tree 

Myrtaceae 

Psidium guajava L. 

Guava* 

“used as cure for skin diseases, and to treat 
childhood coughs” 

tree 

Poaceae 

“Phragmites vallatoria 
(L.) Veldkamp 
[= Phragmites kerka 
(Retz.) Trin. ex Steud.]” 

“Fi'i (Kwaraae) and Rande, 

Fi'i Rade ” 

fresh juice of young shoots used as cure for the 
childhood coughs 

herb 

Rubiaceae 

Morinda citrifolia L. 

u Dilo, Noni (others)” 

oil of seeds and decoction of stems or leaves 
used as treatment for diabetes 

tree 

Rubiaceae 

Timonius timon 
(Spreng.) Merr. 

“Sakosia, Kato (others)” 

fresh juice of young shoots used cure to treat 
coughs and asthma. 

tree 

Rutaceae 

Tetradium anisodora K. 
Schum. & Lauterb. 

“Chachanbo, Rii (local names 
used on Malaita Island), Riki” 

liquid tincture derived from the bark is used to 
treat sores and broken bones 

tree 

Rutaceae 

Tetradium hortensis J. 

R. Forst. & G. Forst. 

“ Aba'i , Fo'oka (Kwaraae), 
Lae'e, Ri'i” 

liquid tincture derived from leaves applied 
externally to treat sores and bruises 

tree 

Solanaceae 

Nicotiana tabacum L. 

“Baila, Firi (Kwaraae)” 

young leaves applied to skin diseases and insect 
bites 

herb 
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Table 2. List of medicinal plants used by a custom doctor (Mr. Masimiano Lovana, 52 years old) of Takaboru 
Village, Guadalcanal Island. Remarks: Other plants referred to by the custom doctor, but as yet unidentified 
in the present study, include Gatsoga (Kwaraae), the young leaves of which are applied to the skin to treat 
skin diseases and ease the pain of insect bites; Kara ’a (Kwaraae), which is used to treat skin diseases and to 
protect children from colds; Tiroko or Takafo (Kwaraae), which is used to treat malaria; Pitsubina or Pityubina 
(Kwaraae), which is used to treat cancer; Tole (Kwaraae), which is used to treat cancer of the throat and lungs; 
and Uliatsii, Suala or Aitonga (Kwaraae), the inner bark of which is soaked in water and drunk as a treatment 
for syphilis, tuberculosis and gonorrhoea. Interview date: 21 and 27 January, 5 February, 2009. 


Family 

Scientific name 

Vernacular name 
(language in 
parentheses) 

Medicinal use 

Plant habit 

Anacardiaceae 

Spondias cytherea 

Sonn. 

“Aioo, Uli (Kwaraae), 
Uliuli (local names 
used on Malaita 
Island)” 

fruit eaten raw by women to ease discomfort and ailments 
during pregnancy 

tree 

Apocynaceae 

Alstonia scholaris (L.) 
R.Br. 

“ Aitonga (Kwaraae), 
Sabbaha, Suala, 

Taba'a” 

“inner bark soaked in water and drunk as treatment for 
syphilis, TB and gonorrhoea” 

tree 

Apocynaceae 

Alstonia spectabilis 
R.Br. 

Papami (Kwaraae) 

“as for A scholaris, but more bitter-tasting” 

tree 

Araliaceae 

Polyscias sp. 

Ghende (Kwaraae) 

“used to treat diarrhoea, open wounds, urinal diseases and 
sores” 

tree 

Clusiaceae 

Calophyllum 
inop hyllum L. 

“Dalo (Kwaraae), 
Koilo” 

used to treat malaria 

tree 

Combretaceae 

Terminalia catappa L. 

“Alita (Kwaraae), 

Lega, Lenga” 

used to ease child birth 

shrub 

Convolvulaceae 

Ipomoea sp. 

Tumimi (Ghari) 

fresh juice of young leaves used to treat coughs 

creeper 

Convolvulaceae 

Merremia peltata (L.) 
Merr. 

Chige (Ghari) 

“fresh bark cut to fine powder and decocted for 20-25 min., 
filtered liquid then used to treat diarrhoea and pneumonia” 

creeper 

Euphorbiaceae 

Acalypha sp. 

Habusi (Kwaraae) 

“young fruits boiled up, or shoots soaked in water to 
produce lotion used to treat open wounds, broken bones, 
and skin diseases such as swellings and sores” 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

obscure (fruits 
greenish-red) 

Kanalikoba 

(Kwaraae) 

fresh juice of young shoots used to treat asthmatic 
symptoms and coughs 

shrub 

Goodeniaceae 

Scaevola taccada 
(Gaertn.) Roxb. 

Gogovu (Kwaraae) 

fresh juice of young shoots or powdered bark used to treat 
open wounds 

tree 

Hernandiaceae 

Hernandia sp. 

Bilibili (Kwaraae) 

fresh juice of young shoots or powdered bark used to treat 
open wounds 

shrub 

Leguminosae 

Archidendron 
oblongum (Hemsl.) 
de Wit 

Lamloki (Kwaraae) 

used to treat stomach aches (species endemic to Solomon 
Islands) 

tree 

Leguminosae 

Intsia bijuga (Colebr.) 
Kuntze 

“Laimalao 
(Kwaraae), U'ula” 

fresh juice of young shoots or powdered bark used to treat 
open wounds 

tree 

Meliaceae 

Amoora 

salomoniensis C. DC. 

“Hainabulu 
(Kwaraae), 

Aimokta'a, Viska 
(Babatana)” 

used to treat coughs and neutralise stomach acid 

tree 

Moraceae 

Ficus benjamina L. 

Tabao (Kwaraae) 

“fresh bark cut to fine powder and decocted for 20-25 
min., filtered liquid then used to treat diabetes, high blood 
pressure, heart disease and kidney problems” 

tree 

Rutaceae 

Tetradium anisodora 

K. Schum. & Lauterb. 

“Chachanbo, Rii 
(local names used on 
Malaita Island), Riki” 

liquid tincture derived from the bark used to treat sores and 
broken bones 

tree 

Sterculiaceae 

Kleinhovia hospita L. 

Matanga (Kwaraae) 

fresh juice of young shoots used to treat asthmatic 
symptoms and coughs (taken before meals) 

tree 

Urticaceae 

Pipturus argenteus 
(G. Forst.) Wedd. 

Domae (Kwaraae) 

“fresh juice of shoots used to treat childhood coughs, and 
fresh juice of young stem used to aid digestion; sap from 
main stem promotes sleep” 

shrub 

Verbenaceae 

Vitex coffesis Steud. 

Vasa (Kwaraae) 

used to treat fungal infections of the eye (as local villagers 
believe that it looks like eye deformations) 

tree 
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Fig. 4. Amoora salomoniensis C. DC. ( Meliaceae ), a 
large tree with a spreading crown, growing near 
the coastal road towards Faurara in West Kwaio, 
Malaita Island (voucher: T. Watanabe & al. SIMB 
050, MBK). The leaves of this species are grilled 
over a fire and applied to the forehead to treat fever. 
The local name is Ai lade. Scale bar = 5 cm. 
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Fig. 5. Donax canniformis (Forst. f.) Schum. ( Marantaceae ) growing beside 
a forest road near Banio Village, West Kwaio, Malaita Island (voucher: T. 
Watanabe & al. SIMB 035, MBK). Scale bar = 5 cm. 



Fig. 6. Fruits of Leea sp. ( Leeaceae ), growing at the margin of degraded 
secondary forest, near the coast of Malaita Island. Scale bar = 5 cm. 
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Fig. 7. Morinda citrifolia L. ( Rubiaceae ), growing along the Kwaifala River 
in West Kwaio, Malaita Island (voucher: T. Watanabe & al. SIMB062, 
MBK). Scale bar = 10 cm. 


Fig. 8. Uvaria macrophylla Roxb. ( Annonaceae ) collected in secondary forest 
along the logging road close to the Kwaifala River, West Kwaio, Malaita 
Island (voucher: T. Watanabe & al. SIMB065, MBK). Scale bar = 5 cm. 
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Appendix. Some vernacular names of medicinal plants in Solomon Islands. Note: the names in bold show the plants 
which Mr. Henry W. Malelo as a custom doctor has used in Malaita Island. 


Family 

Scientific name 

Kwaraae, Vernacular name, others 

Plant habit 

Acanthaceae 

Hemigraphis reptans ( G. Forst.) T. Anderson ex Hemsl. 

Ba'ekorara 

herb 

Acanthaceae 

Pseuderanthemum ssp. (2 ssp.) 

Ofenga Ai 

tree 

Acanthaceae 

Pseuderanthemum whartonianum Hemsl. 

Ofenga Ai/Rongronglua 

shrub 

Anacardiaceae 

Mangifera minor Blume 

Asai 

tree 

Anacardiaceae 

Mangifera mucronulata Blume 

Mala Asai 

middle height tree 

Anacardiaceae 

Spondias cytherea Sonn. 

Aioo/Uli 

tree 

Annonaceae 

Canangium odoratum King 

Sa'o Sa'o 

small height tree 

Apocynaceae 

Alstonia scholaris ( L.) R. Br. 

Aitonga/Suala/Taba’a 

large(tall) tree 

Apocynaceae 

Alstonia spectahilis R. Br. 

Papami/Siiliu 

tree 

Apocynaceae 

Anodendron paniculatum A.DC. 

Ambe/Fa'I Ambe 

climber 

Apocynaceae 

Cerbera Jloribunda K.Schum. 

Totongwale 

tree 

Apocynaceae 

Pagiantha koroana Markgr. 

Malarokona./Tabana 

tree 

Araceae 

Alocasia macrorhiza Schott 

Fila Ngwa'e Ngwa'e 

herb 

Araceae 

Alocasia sp. 

Fila Kwasi 

herb 

Araliaceae 

Osmoxylon novo-guineense Becc. 

Gwahfimu/Ngwalifunu Ngwane 

tree 

Araliaceae 

Polyscias Scutellaria ( Burm.f.) Fosb. 

Bebero/Berobero 

tree 

Araliaceae 

Schefflera babalia Philipson 

Bula Ngwane/Bula Sigoria 

Timber locally used 

Asclepiadaceae 

Hoy a dodecatheiflora Fosberg 

Sa'e Ngali 

herb/climber 

Aspleniaceae 

Asplenium nidus L. 

Tataleoleo 

fern 

Asteraceae 

Ageratum conyzoides L. 

Belohanua 

herb 

Asteraceae 

Blumea lacera ( Bum.f.) DC. var. subdivaricata DC. 

Safau 

herb 

Asteraceae 

Blumea riparia ( Blume ) DC. 

Lau 

herb/shrub 

Asteraceae 

Erechtites valerianaefolia DC. 

Asaka Mockta'a 

herb 

Asteraceae 

Mikania cordata ( Burm. f.) B. L. Robinson 

Kalialo/Koaloufi/Luluzu/Ngingilo 

herb/climber 

Asteraceae 

Mikania micrantha Kunth 

Kalialo/Kwalo Kauburu 

herb/climber 

Asteraceae 

Wedelia biflora ( L.) DC. 

Kokoi/Toitoi 

herb 

Asteraceae 

Wedelia rechingeriana Muschler 

Kwakwalu Bebe 

herb 

Begoniaceae 

Begonia somervillei Hemsl. 

Memeo 11 

herb 

Boraginaceae 

Messersmidia argentea ( L.) I.M. Johnston 

Aibebe 

tree/shrub 

Burseraceae 

Canarium indicum L. 

Ngali 

tree 

Capparaceae 

Crateva religiosa G. Forst. 

Ai Abu 

middle height tree 

Caricaceae 

Carica papaya L. 

Pavvoaw/Takafo 

tree 

Casuarinaceae 

Casuarina equisetifolia L. 

Salu 

tree 

Chrysobalanaceae 

Parinari glaberrima Hassk. 

Saia 

tree 
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Family 

Scientific name 

Kwaraae, Vernacular name, others 

Plant habit 

Combretaceae 

Terminalia catappa L. 

Alita/Alite/Lega/Lenga 

middle height tree 

Convolvulaceae 

Ipomoea illustris ( Clarke ) Prain 

Abui/Kwalo Tabui 

Creeper/climber 

Convolvulaceae 

Ipomoea learii Paxton 

Oli 

Creeper/climber 

Convolvulaceae 

Ipomoea pes-caprae ( L.) R. Br. 

A'afoafola/Afo Afola 

Creeper/climber 

Costaceae 

Costus sp. 

Gwagwango/Gwango Asi 

herb 

Costaceae 

Costus speciosus Sm. 

Okaoka/Wakawaka 

shrub 

Cucurbitaceae 

Cucurbita sp. 

— 

Creeper 

Cucurbitaceae 

Melothria sp. 

Kola 

Creeper 

Cucurbitaceae 

Zehneria mucronata (Blume ) Miq. 

Ria 

climber 

Cyatheaceae 

Cyathea whitmorei Baker 

Gurako/Kwa' e Ako 

fern 

Cycadaceae 

Cycas rumphii Miq. 

Baibai 

tree 

Dennstaedtiaceae 

Hypolepis tenuifolia (G. Forst.) Bemh. 

Saulu 

fern 

Dioscoreaceae 

Dioscorea bulbifera L. (a wild variety) 

Dau Kwasi 

herb/climber 

Dracaenaceae 

Dracaena angustifolia Roxb. 

Mamaladili 

tree 

Elaeocarpaceae 

Elaeocarpus floridanus Hemsl. 

Ai Enda 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Acalypha grandis Benth. 

Alabusi 

tree/shrub 

Euphorbiaceae 

Bischofia javanica Blume 

Oli Oli 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Cleidion spiciflorum Merrill 

Saola 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Endospermnum fomicarum Becc 

Ai Aofia 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Euphorbia hirta L. 

Memeo I 

herb 

Euphorbiaceae 

Excoecaria agallocha L. 

Asissiu 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Glochidion aff. ramiflorum J. R. Forst. & G. Forest. 

O'a 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Macaranga aleuritoides F. Muell. 

Finofino/Tanga Fino 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Macaranga faiketo Whitmore 

Keto 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Macaranga tanarius (L.) Muell. Arg. 

Rebareba/Takasui 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Macaranga whitmorei Airy Shaw 

Biulaa/Kokowa'e 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Mallotus ricinoides (Pers.) Muell. Arg. 

Airafu/Suamango Kwao 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Omphalea queenslandiae F. M. Bailey 

Falake 

climber/tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Pimelodendron amboinicum Hassk. 

Aisubu 

tree 

Euphorbiaceae 

Securinega flexuosa Muell. Arg 

Mamufu'a 

tree 

Euphoriaceae 

Endospermum sp. 

Salu Malefo 

climber 

Flacourtiaceae 

Pangium edule Reinw. 

Falake/Ra 

tree 

Gnetaceae 

Gnetum costatum K. Schum. 

Dae/Kwasi 

tree 

Gnetaceae 

Gnetum gnemon L. 

Dae Fasia/Dae Malefo 

tree 

Goodeniaceae 

Scaevola taccada (Gaertn.) Roxb. 

Kokobe 

shrub/tree 

Hernaceae 

Hernandia peltata Meisn. 

Bilubilu Asi 

tree 

Icacinaceae 

Merrilliodendron megacarpum (Hemsl.) Sleumer 

Ai Ibo/Aiembu 

tree 

Lamiaceae 

Clerodendrum buchananii (Roxb.) W. G. Walpers 

Kakafae Meo/Kinilio 

small height tree 

Lamiaceae 

Coleus scutellarioides (L.) Benth. 

Asaka 

herb 

Lamiaceae 

Gmelina lepidota Scheff. 

Maladala 

tree 

Lamiaceae 

Ocimum sanctum L. 

Gisobala 

shrub 

Lamiaceae 

Premna corymbosa Merr. 

Kwa'u 

small height tree 

Lamiaceae 

Vitex cofsssus Reinw. ex Blume 

Aiulu'ulu/F ata/F atanaki 

large(tall) tree 

Lamiaceae 

Vitex trifolia L. 

Malamala Alako 1 

tree 

Lecythidaceae 

Barringtonia edulis Seem. 

Aikenu/Fala 

tree 

Lecythidaceae 

Barringtonia novae-hiberniae Lauterbach 

Aikenu/Fala 

tree 

Lecythidaceae 

Barringtonia racemosa Hort. ex Miq. 

Falanganda/Futu 

tree 

Leeaceae 

Leea indica (Burm. f.) Merr. 

Borabora (Ngwane) 

tree 

Leguminosae 

Derris heterophylla Backer ex K. Heyne 

A' ata 

climber 

Leguminosae 

Desmodium umbellatum (L.) DC. 

Aida' afi/Aigegere/Aisato 

shrub/tree 

Leguminosae 

Erythrina variegata L. 

Rara II 

middle height tree 
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Family 

Scientific name 

Kwaraae, Vernacular name, others 

Plant habit 

Leguminosae 

Pongamia pinnata ( L.) Pierre 

Ai Uka Ria 

tree 

Leguminosae 

Pterocarpus indicus Willd. 

Liki 

middle height tree/ 
large tree 

Leguminosae 

Pueraria pulcherrima Merr. ex Koord.-Schum. 

Fa'i Sa'a/Sa'a 

herb/climber 

Leguminosae 

Sophora tomentosa L. 

Malamala Alako 11 

shrub/tree 

Leguminosae 
( Caesalpiniaceae ) 

Cassia alata L. 

Bakua 

shrub/tree 

Leguminosae 
(Caesalpiniaceae ) 

Intsia bijuga Kuntze 

Laimalao/U'ula 

tree 

Leguminosae 
( Fabaceae ) 

Canavalia cathartica Thouars 

— 

climber 

Lomariopsidacea 

Bolbitis naumanni ( Kuhn ) Ching in C. Chr. 

Uru'uru Oko 

fern 

Lycopodiaceae 

Lycopodium squarrosum G. Forst. 

Lumu Lumu 

Epiphyte/fem 

Lycopodiaceae 

Lycopodium squarrosum G. Forst. 

Lumu Kwao 

Epiphyte/fem 

Lycopodiaceae 

Lycopodium cernuum L. 

Gnorangnora / Kutakuta 

shrub 

Lythraceae 

Sonneratia alba Sm. 

Bubula 

tree 

Malvaceae 

Hibiscus rosa -sinensis L. 

Tetali 

shrub 

Malvaceae 

Hibiscus tiliaeus L. 

Fa'alo/Fakasu/Fa'ola/Madafu 

tree 

Malvaceae 

Urena lobata L. subsp. sinuata ( L.) Borss. Waalk. 

Mamafuoli 

herb 

Marantaceae 

Donax canniformis ( Forst. f.) Schum. 

Nini 

herb 

Melastomaceae 

Medinilla luraluensis Merr. & L. M.Perry 

Suba 

herb/shrub 

Meliaceae 

Amoora cucullata Roxb. 

Maoa 

tree 

Mimosaceae 

Adenanthera pavonina L. 

Tatarebebe 

tree 

Moraceae 

Artocarpus vriesiana Miq. 

U'ufi 

tree 

Moraceae 

Ficus adenosperma Miq. 

Alangia 

tree 

Moraceae 

Ficus aff. salomonensis Rechinger 

Raurauketa 

tree 

Moraceae 

Ficus benjamina L. var nuda ( Miq ) Braith 

Baolangaragara 

tree 

Moraceae 

Ficus edelfeltii ssp. bougainvillei King 

Malifu 

tree 

Moraceae 

Ficus septica Burm. f. 

Angalu 

tree 

Moraceae 

Ficus virgata Reinw. ex Blume 

Sirifena 

tree 

Musaceae 

Musa sp. 

Ba'u 

herb/tree 

Myrsinaceae 

Maesa edulis C. T. White 

Aidala 

shrub 

Myrtaceae 

Eugenia malaccensis L. 

Afio/Kabirai/Sa'au 

tree 

Myrtaceae 

Eugenia nutans K. Schum. 

Aifau 

tree 

Oleandraceae 

Nephrolepis biserrata ( Sw.) Schott 

Katakata 

fern 

Oleandraceae 

Nephrolepis hirsutula ( Forst.) C. Presl 

Katakata 

fern 

Oleandraceae 

Nephrolepis saligna Carr, in Seem. 

Garagara/Usu Usu 

fern 

Onagraceae 

Ludwigia octovalvis ( Jacq. ) P. H. Raven 

Mamafu'ai II 

herb 

Orchidaceae 

Corymborkis veratrifolia ( Reinw.) Blume 

Laulau 

herb/epiphyte 

Orchidaceae 

Spathoglottis plicata Blume 

Laulau Ngwane 

Epiphyte 

Palmae 

Areca catechu L. 

Angiro/Kikiru Fasia/Malua 

Plantation 

Palmae 

Areca macrocalyx Zipp. ex Blume 

Kikiro Kwasi 

Plantation 

Piperaceae 

Piper sclerophloeum C. DC. 

Odofeo/Tuku 

climber 

Piperaceae 

Piper wichmannii C. DC. 

Kwakwako 

shrub/climber 

Pittosporaceae 

Pittosporum ferrugineum W. T. Aiton 

Ai Ofa 

tree 

Poaceae 

Centotheca lappacea Desv. 

Falisi Au 

Grass/herb/ 

creeper 

Poaceae 

Paspalum conjugatum P. J Bergius 

Karasi 

Grass 

Polypodiaceae 

Lecanopteris sinuosa (Wall, ex Hook.) Copel. 

Angaoangao Lolo 

fem/epiphyte 

Polypodiaceae 

Pyrrosia acrostichoides (G. Forst.) Ching 

— 

fern 

Polypodiaceae 

Microsorium puctatum (L.) Copel. 

Faru'uru'u 

fern 

Polypodiaceae 

Microsorium scolopendria ( Burm. f.) Copel. 

Bamba Kali 

fem/climber 

Proteaceae 

Finschia chloroxantha Diels 

Akama 

tree 
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Family 

Scientific name 

Kwaraae, Vernacular name, others 

Plant habit 

Rhamnaceae 

Alphitonia incana ( Roxb.) Tejsm. & Binn. ex Kurz 

Kwana Sia/Kwansia 

tree 

Rubiaceae 

Canthium cymigerum ( Valeton ) B. L. Burtt 

Nono'o 

tree 

Rubiaceae 

Geophila sp. 

Gogolome/Kokolome 

herb 

Rubiaceae 

Hedyotis lapeyrousii DC. 

Gwagwasu 

herb/shrub 

Rubiaceae 

Hydnophytum longistylum Becc. 

Ridofau 

Epiphyte 

Rubiaceae 

Hydnophytum sp. 

Rido 

Epiphyte 

Rubiaceae 

Morinda citrifolia L. 

Dilo/Kikiri/Noni 

tree 

Rubiaceae 

Timonius timon (Spreng.) Merr. 

Kato/Sakosia 

tree 

Rutaceae 

Melicope grandifolia B. L. Burtt 

Aingwafila 

tree 

Rutaceae 

Tetradium anisodora K. Schum. & Lauterb. 

Chachanbo/Rii/Riki 

small height tree 

Rutaceae 

Tetradium ellerana Mueli 

Bala Fasima/Balanikwaru/ Furu'I 

tree 

Rutaceae 

Tetradium hortensis J. R. Forst. & G. Forst. 

Aba'i/Fo'oka/Lae'e /Ri'i 

tree 

Rutaceae 

Tetradium solomonensis Merr. & L. M. Perry 

Ba'aba'a 

tree 

Sapotaceae 

Planchonella keyensis H. J. Lam 

Ainunura/Lilibaiko 

tree 

Simaroubaceae 

Quassia indica (Gaertn.) Nooteboom 

Saeli' i 

tree 

Sterculiaceae 

Commersonia bartramia ( L. ) Merr. 

Dadame/Daedae 

tree 

Sterculiaceae 

Heritiera littoralis Aiton 

One One I 

tree 

Sterculiaceae 

Kleinhovia hospita L. 

Fae Fae 

middle height tree 

Thelypteridaceae 

Christella harveyi ( Mett.) Holttum (or Christella 
harveyi Holttum subsp. connivens Holttum ) 

Lago Lago Bala 

fern 

Ulmaceae 

Trema orientalis (L.) Blume 

Bulasisi 

tree 

Urticaceae 

Elatostema aff. novae-britanniae Lauterb. 

Ufufu Bulu 

herb 

Urticaceae 

Leucosyke salomonensis Unruh 

Laelae 

tree 

Urticaceae 

Pipturus argenteus (G. Forst.) Wedd. 

Sungasunga 

tree 

Zingiberaceae 

Alpinia aff. nutans Rose. 

Iu 

herb 

Zingiberaceae 

Alpinia novae-pommeraniae K. Schum. 

Kakara Tolo/Mafusu Tolo 

herb 

Zingiberaceae 

Alpinia oceanica Burkill 

Ange 

small shrub 

Zingiberaceae 

Curcuma domestica Valeton 

— 

herb 

Zingiberaceae 

Guillainia purpurata Vieill. 

Folota I/Folota II 

herb 

Zingiberaceae 

Zingiber officinale Roscoe 

Fiu Meo 

herb 



